
Abstract art: does not attempt to represent things as they look in real life but seeks to express 
emotions and ideas using shapes, forms, colors, and textures.
Expressionism: a form of abstract art developed by American painters such as Jackson 
Pollock, Mark Rothko, and Willem de Kooning and is characterized by gestural brush-strokes 
and spontaneity.

Serena Bocchino is an American contemporary artist. Her work mixes 
abstract and expressionist art filled with movement, vivid colors, and exciting 
rhythms. Serena likes to use different materials, including enamel and acrylic 
paint, wire, and collage elements, in her art. The exhibition Influence 
showcases paintings, mixed media works, sculptures, and installation pieces. 
Serena thinks of her sculptures as three-dimensional drawings in space. 
 
If you look long enough at Serena’s art, the works come to life. The artist is 
inspired by the activation of the senses and the world around her: anything 
that she hears, sees, tastes, and feels influences her art.

 

What inspires your art? 
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Serena Bocchino is an American artist who began exhibiting her work 
in 1986 in the East Village, New York. In 1987, Bocchino was awarded 
a studio residency at MoMA PS1, during which the Deputy Prime 
Minister of Italy invited Bocchino to have her first international solo 
exhibition in Rome. For the next several years, Bocchino received 
recognition from many art institutions that awarded her fellowships in 
both painting and drawing, including the Pollock Krasner Foundation, 
Artists Space, the Basil Alkazzi Foundation, Art Matters, and the New 
Jersey State Council on the Arts. Her subsequent domestic and 
international exhibitions were well received with reviews in the New 
York Times, Village Voice, ARTnews, Art in America, and The New 
Yorker. Five films have been created about Bocchino’s work and 
process so far. Bocchino’s first monograph, Serena Bocchino the Artist, 
was released in 2015.

Bocchino’s work focuses on the interpretation of music and movement 
in two- and three-dimensional forms. Bocchino has developed a 
unique pour method where she “draws” with paint poured from 
crushed cans and drizzled from sticks and paintbrushes. She combines 
gestural charcoal and graphite marks with stained paint areas to 
investigate the intersection of abstraction and expressionism. 
Additionally, Bocchino’s three-dimensional work includes sculpture 
utilizing wire, enamel paint, acrylic and often wood to transcribe the 
paintings into multi-dimensional forms, which are often described as 
“drawings in space.”

In 1982, Bocchino received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, where she studied with the renowned Polish 
colorist Wojciech Fangor. As an undergraduate student, she studied 
abroad at Wroxton College in Oxfordshire, England. That same year, 
Bocchino cultivated her practice while touring Russia’s famous art 
collections in cities including Moscow, St. Petersburg, Suzdal, and 
Vladimir. Bocchino received her Master of Arts degree from New York 
University in 1985.

For more information please visit thenic.org or serenabocchino.com

ABOUT THE ARTIST INFLUENCE
The Art of Serena Bocchino
The intersection of Art History and Contemporary Art 
 
An Artistic Dialogue through the inspirations and influences of art 
history on the work of Serena Bocchino. Bocchino creates a new 
artistic voice to contemporary art with her lyricism of gesture and 
color palette. It is the artists of the past that have played a significant 
role in the development of her work. The art historical works of the 
abstract expressionists have certainly inspired Serena Bocchino's 
studio practice. Studying and seeing the work of Willem de Kooning 
and Mark Rothko and the gestural imagery of Jackson Pollock have 
impacted her methodology as a painter. The influence of the East, 
particularly the calligraphic work from China, has influenced her 
methods and mark making. When Bocchino exhibited in China, she 
met Qiu Zhen Zhong and the wire sculptor, Huang Zhen. When 
discussing their methods and ideas, it became 
apparent that they shared a common aesthetic. 

Bocchino's career has spanned over thirty years, and she has 
influenced many artists as they have developed their own voice in the 
visual arts. Her international exhibitions and her teaching of both 
adults and children have created a larger audience for her work. She 
has continued to grow a following throughout the United States. 
Bocchino works in "series," whereas she begins with the idea that uses
 composition, line, color, and the fundamental methods of abstraction 
in order to expand the concept. As each concept develops, she 
investigates these ideas through painting, drawing, and sculpture until 
the concept is thoroughly exhausted. This practice usually maintains 
years of an investigation until the ideas move into another area that 
Bocchino finds interesting and challenging. For Serena, this is a 
natural progression of creativity that she maintains as her studio 
practice. Her work influences colleagues and students alike, as she 
exhibits her work and discusses her ideas on public platforms and 
articles of discourse.


