
CLINT SAUNDER - MIXED MEDIA PHOTO COLLAGE

TOPIC/CONCEPT/THEME:
Photo Collage, Mixed Media, Surrealism

NATIONAL VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS:
VA.Cr.3, VA.Pr.5, VA.Re.7, VA.Co.11

WYOMING FPA STANDARDS:
FPA 4.1.A.2, FPA 4.1.A.5, FPA 4.2.A.1, FPA 4.4.A.1,
FPA 4.4.A.3

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Students will be able to:
- interact and respond to the works of Clint
Saunders.
- recognize and define the terms collage and
mixed media in combination with photography.
- design and create a unique mixed media college
displaying an alternate reality or surreal scene.

VOCABULARY:
Collage: a work of art made by gluing pieces of
different materials to a flat surface
Mixed Media: A term used to describe
artworks composed from a combination of
different media or materials.
Photography: the art or process of producing
images by the action of radiant energy and
especially light on a sensitive surface (such as
film or an optical sensor).

CLASSROOM PREP:
- Print several copies of appendix 1
- Prep tables with pencils, white paper, glue sticks, and
scissors.
- Set up an area with magazines and collage materials
spread around.

MATERIALS:
Appendix 1: land/cityscapes
Plain white paper
Magazines
Photographs
Glue sticks
Colored pencils
Scissors
8.5x11 black tag board

MOTIVATION:
- Go to the gallery to view artworks of Clint Saunders. After
walking through the exhibit engage students in some VTS.
“What do you see, what do you notice, what do you wonder?”
“Clint Saunders is a photographer, do you think he took
pictures of these scenes in real life?”
“How do you think these artworks were made?”
“These images look realistic but feature things we don’t see
in real life, how do they make you feel?”
- Head back to the classroom to define and discuss
photography basics, mixed media, and collage.
- “Photography has traditionally been used for its mimetic
nature - for capturing what already exists. As an artist, I use
a camera like a pencil to create new environments. Using my
original photographs as elements in a montage, I distort,
manipulate and reinterpret shapes, colors, and light ... to
create the alternate realities, concepts, and images that were
in my mind using a medium that was meant to capture and
record things that already existed.” - Clint Saunders

ASSESSMENT QUESTIONING: DIFFERENTIATION:
Younger students may need assistance
with cutting out or tracing photos.

RESOURCES:
https://www.artedguru.com/2d-projects.html

https://www.artedguru.com/2d-projects.html


PROCEDURES:
Possibly watch this quick video about photography??

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqE3X-iospE
“Today we will be using photographs to create our own
alternate realities!”

1. Each student will select a photo to use as a
background for the collage. Students should
brainstorm how they can take this ordinary scene
and make it as surreal as possible!

2. The teacher will demonstrate how to place plain
white paper over the photo and trace important parts
of the photo using the window. This page will be used
as a guide for the 3-4 drawings each student will add
to their collage. After watching the demonstration
students will begin drawing and coloring their scene
details.

3. Next, demonstrate how important carefully cutting
the details out is for students.

4. Students can also look through
magazines and photographs to cut out
and add extra details to their collage.

5. Once finished students will glue to a
piece of black tag board as a frame.

REFLECTIONS- What worked/ didn’t? What would you do differently next time? How could the lesson improve?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqE3X-iospE











