
Some of Paxton's paintings seem to 
examine the dichotomy between man 

and nature. 

How do these scenes of man and 
nature colliding make you feel?
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Mark Paxton's large-scale paintings often feature 
subjects viewed from a very close angle, allowing 
the viewer to see every detail, hair, wrinkle, and 
mark. These textures and details give Paxton's 

work an incredibly realistic look and capture the 
expressions of his subjects intimately. Try looking 

very closely at his work to see each small 
brushstroke, mark, and color used. Then slowly 
back away to see how they all work together to 

create a stunning effect.

Artist Statement

The discipline and process of traditional oil painting 
has always been of interest to me. The physical act 
of painting, the trial and error of working with the 
medium, the anticipation, the possibilities of what 
may be uncovered. That is my art, my aesthetic. 
What is produced is the result or consequence of 
those action. Art is always distinct to the individual 
creating it, and results in a work that is tangled up 
with what ever the artist is thinking, smelling, 
hearing, tasting, as well as seeing, while creating it. 
Once created, the work belongs to the experiences 
of the viewers.

However, why we paint is an altogether different 
matter, and one that I have trouble understanding. 
Imagine what it took to be the first to put paint to 
cave wall.  What sort of abstract thinking had to 
take place in order for that to happen? Painting or 
art may have been a move into consciousness, it 
may be what makes humans human. For me, that 
may be the why. As of now, Iʼm still in the cave 
watching the shadows dance on the wall, trying to 
decipher the consciousness behind them.
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