
Photography can be a great way to 
document and remember a trip, but it can 

also be a valuable way to slow down 
and take in all the small details that often 
go overlooked. Flicek's goal is not just to 
document but to make us feel something, 
ignite our inner wanderlust, or even in-

spire our creative side. 

What is your goal when you take 
photos of an experience?
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Michaelʼs photographs have been selected for 
recognition by curators of photography from the 
Philadelphia Museum of art, the New Mexico Museum of 
Art, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and by the 
founder and editor of The Photo Review and The Photo 
Collector. His photographs are included in the Wyoming 
Governorʼs Capital Art Collection, and in the permanent 
collection of the Bibliotheque national de France. 
Portfolios of his work have been selected for inclusion in 
books published by the Center for Fine Art Photography 
and in COLOR magazine. Michaelʼs photographs have 
been recognized with numerous national and 
international awards and have been selected for group 
exhibitions in cities from the east coast to the west coast.

Artist Statement

For me, travel has been life-changing. I see the world and 
the people in the world differently as a result of my 
travels. More importantly, I also see myself and my place 
in the world differently. Tribal tendencies emphasize 
similarities among like people sharing particular beliefs, 
histories, and traditions. This can provide a comforting 
sense of belonging. The same tribal tendencies can also 
contribute to intolerance for differences evident in those 
seen as lacking membership in the group. When travel is 
embarked upon with an open mind and heart, however, it 
has the potential to reveal aspects of the human condition 
that we all share, regardless of where we are from or the 
nature of our memberships. This encourages tolerance for, 
and even a celebration of, those things that make us 
different.

For more information please visit thenic.org or michaelflicekgallery.com

It's no secret that traveling can have a 
profound impact on a person, in particular, 
its ability to change you. Spending time in 

new places can help open your 
worldview, improve compassion for others, 
and cultivate a new perspective. German 

philosopher Hermann von Keyserling once 
said, “The shortest path to oneself leads 

around the world.” 

Have you ever had a travel experience that 
challenged what you thought you knew 

about yourself or the world?
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